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Thanks for being with us today! It’s great to have you worshipping with 
us. We hope that you feel at home here and enjoy our worship and our 
community. We'd love it if you could join us after the service for coffee so 
we can welcome you personally.

Peace Church has been serving the international community of Munich 
for over 25 years. We believe that God has called us here to reconcile 
diverse people to God and one another. We do this through love, in truth, 
by faith, with openness, and for the sake of neighbor and community. 

We are truly blessed to live and learn together in faith and love, and 
we rejoice in our diversity. Wherever you come from, whatever your 
background, religious affiliation, skin colour, appearance, income, age or 
native language: we welcome you!

This Welcome Pack is designed to help you get an overview of who we 
are, what we believe and what we've got going on during the week and 
throughout the year. My prayer is that you will enjoy worshipping with 
us today and come back again and again. I look forward to meeting you 
personally and getting to know you better! 

Welcome to our church family! 

Pastor Christine Erb-Kanzleiter

Welcome to Peace Church!
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People You'll Meet
Peace Church is a United Methodist church and was established by the 
UMC General Board of Global Ministries in New York. Peace Church is 
also a part of the UMC in Germany. We share our church buildings with 
our German sister congregation, Friedenskirche.

Here are the friendly faces you'll see on Sundays:

Pastor Christine Erb-Kanzleiter
Christine has been the pastor of Peace Church  since 2000 and has been 
instrumental in shaping its vision of an inclusive, diverse and culturally 
rich worship style as well as its vibrant community life.

Worship Leaders A rotating crew of church members
We have a large group of trained worship leaders of all ages and 
backgrounds who lead the congregation through the service on Sunday 
mornings and provide a friendly presence in the lectern.

Lay Preachers Alistair McPherson, Caroline Voss, Emily Eiben 
Methodist lay preachers are lay (=non-ordained)  church members who 
have undergone an intensive training program in the UMC and who now 
preach on a regular basis.

Sunday School Director Jenny McPherson
In addition to coordinating the Sunday School program, Jenny works in 
the church office two days a week and directs the adult singing group. 

Lay Leaders Hilary Coley, Andy Lawson
Our lay leaders provide guidance and support to the pastor in her 
ministry and are a resource for the people of the church.

Council on Ministries Alistair McPherson, Chair
The COM meets on a monthly or bimonthly basis for discussion and to 
make decisions regarding the church's activities, programs & finances.  A 
Committee on Finances (Andy Lawson, treasurer) oversees the church's 
accounts and annual budget and makes decisions about expenditures.



Sunday Worship
Sundays at 11:45
Our worship style offers a blend of liturgical and creative elements that 
we borrow from all over the world. Many worship styles, traditions and 
cultures are represented in our services. We also include a range of 
musical styles. We hope that those who worship with us on Sundays both 
recognize familiar elements, and experience new ways to worship and 
experience our loving God. You'll also notice that we love to get a diverse 
range of people involved in our service as worship leaders, storytellers, 
drama players, Scripture readers and lay preachers!

Special Services
Communion is celebrated on the 
first Sunday of every month. All are 
welcome to take communion in the 
UMC. We offer All-Age Services for 
the whole family about once every 
two months. The first Sunday of 
October we celebrate an annual 
African Harvest Festival with lively 
music and extraordinary enthusiasm, 
followed by a feast of African food!

Children & Babies on Sundays
School-Aged Children
For ages 3 and up, we offer a Sunday School program 
where children learn Bible stories, do activities and crafts 
and make new friends. Children begin the service in the 
sanctuary with their parents and are dismissed to Sunday 
School after the All-Age Story.

Babies & Toddlers
The nursery (with loudspeakers) is across the hall from the sanctuary. 
We also offer a "mother's corner" in the rear part of the sanctuary where 
mothers can soothe restless babies while remaining a part of the service.

Teens & Confirmation
Teens International
Friday evenings, twice per month
Teens International is a bilingual group of 13 to 16 year olds 
from both Peace Church and Friedenskirche. Activities are 
usually held at the church on Fridays in the early evening, 
twice a month. For more information, pick up a flyer at the 
back of the church or check the website for details.

Confirmation Classes
Confirmation classes prepare young people for life as engaged Christians. 
Classes take place on Saturdays for about a year and a half and include 
Bible study and reflection on Christian life and beliefs. All young people 
born in 2000 or earlier are invited to start Confirmation Class in fall 
2012. The first session will be on Saturday 20 October 2012, and the 
confirmation service for this class will take place in spring 2014.

Community Life
Coffee & Potlucks
Coffee: every Sunday; Potlucks: 1st Sunday of the month
Much of our community life and sharing with one another happens in 
the fellowship hall after services. Join us every Sunday downstairs for 
coffee and biscuits (aka cookies), and on the first Sunday of the month 
(Communion Sunday) for a very international potluck lunch!

Social Events
Throughout the year
We have a lively and fun, highly 
social community! A range of activities and get-togethers are planned 
throughout the year. Past events have included picnics, visits to a 
beergarden or Christmas market, movie nights, Valentine's Day parties, 
musical events, folk dances and more. Flyers about upcoming events are 
handed out at church and details are always posted on the website.



Come Aside: Meditation & Prayer
Last Sunday of every month, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Join us for a meditative, restorative hour including liturgy, reflection, 
a 15-minute silent meditation and open, Spirit-led prayer. We meet in 
the church sanctuary in a sacred, candlelit atmosphere where we can 
experience the nearness of our loving, living God.

 
Home Group Bible Sharing
First Thursday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at members' homes 
The home group / Bible sharing meets for a light supper followed by a 
time of reflective Bible sharing based on a single passage of Scripture. 
These evenings are a lovely time of fellowship and friendship with other 
church members.

Women's Bible Study
Tuesdays, 11:00 a.m. in the church rooms
Take a break from your busy life and join other ladies on Tuesday mornings 
for Bible study, prayer, and fellowship. All are invited to join us afterwards 
for lunch in a local restaurant.

Mums & Babies Prayer Group
Tuesday afternoons at 4:30 p.m. in the church nursery 
Asylum seekers and other mums with small babies often struggle to find 
regular alone time for prayer and Bible study. Peace Church offers these 
mums a creative solution: mums meet together with Christine directly in 
the crèche (nursery) where children have space to play while the mums 
pray and reflect together on Bible passages and stories.

Bible Study & Prayer Music & Choirs
Piano & Organ
Katie Gill, Friedlinde Erb, David Onka, Ulrike Pfannkuchen
Our Sunday morning worship is accompanied by several talented pianists 
and organists as well as the occasional guest musician. We are grateful 
for all of our musicians' dedication and passion for music and their 
willingness to enrich our worship services with their gifts.

Jubilate: Adult Singing Group
Choir Director: Jenny McPherson
Practices before the service on Sundays
The adult singing group provides musical accompaniment during 
Sunday services using contemporary worship choruses and modern 
church music. They also learn new worship songs to introduce to the 
congregation  to expand our Sunday morning repertoire.

African Choir
Choir Directors: Moses Adofo and Grace Owusu
Practices after the service on Sundays
The African choir is comprised of people from many African countries, 
singing together with passion and joy. The choir sings both African and 
traditional songs, accompanied by drums and tambourine, bringing a 
special African blend of rhythm and energy to our worship! The African 
choir sings on communion Sundays, during our annual African Harvest 
Festival, and on other special occasions.



Baptisms
Sunday mornings during worship
Small babies are baptized by Pastor Christine during Sunday morning 
services and welcomed into the loving family of God's children; the 
congregation in turn pledges its love, support and care to nourish its 
newest church members. Baptism families are not required to be official 
members of Peace Church or the UMC, owing to the international nature 
of our ministry, but we do emphasize the spiritual and eternal character 
of Christian baptism. For details talk to Pastor Christine.
 

Baby Welcomings
Sunday mornings during worship
Baby Welcomings are an extension of our ministry with asylum seekers.  
When a new baby is born, we host a Baby Welcoming during the Sunday 
morning service. We rejoice with the new mother, bless the baby, and 
offer the mother a "baby shower" of practical items.
 

Baby & Kids Clothes “Shopping Days”
Held periodically on a weekday afternoon
We gratefully receive many generous donations of new and gently used 
baby and children’s clothes and practical items (strollers, high chairs) 
which we are happy to pass on to new mothers in need of these items. 
A few times a year we organize a “Mums & Babies Shop” at the church 
where  mums and dads can come and go “shopping” for their children 
among the collected goods, free of charge. For the dates and times, ask 
for a flyer. Donations of gently used items are always welcome!

Babies and Families Kids' Activities
Kids Club 
Saturdays once a month, usually 10:30 - 14:30
Special activities and retreats in the year
Kids' Club offers lots of opportunities to play, sing, 
dance, cook, dress up, act and face-paint, and to enjoy 
Bible stories, crafts, movies and outings. Once a 
year  the Kids Club travels to Kundl, Austria for a 
week together in a gorgeous mountain setting. 

The Kids Club  motto is "Strong children for the 
world of tomorrow." Kids Club is bilingual and open 
to kids aged 6-13 from both Peace Church and  the 
German congregation, Friedenskirche. For more 
information about the events planned this year, pick up 
a copy of the Kids’ Club flyer at the back of the church 
or on the website.

Homework Club 
Friday afternoons during the school term
The Homework club meets during the school year to offer a cooperative, 
fun and supportive learning environment. Kids of all ages come to the 
church after school on Fridays to have lunch and to do their homework 
with help from older students and adult volunteers. The tutors speak 
both German and English and can offer students help in a variety of 
subjects. The children have demonstrated real academic improvement 
through this program - and best of all, they are learning from one 
another in a way that is cooperative, interactive, supportive and... fun!



Service & Outreach
Support for Refugees and Asylum Seekers
Pastoral Care "Office Hours" for Asylum Seekers, Thurs., 10:00-12:00
As a "Home to All who Come", our church doors and our ministry are 
open to many asylum seekers and refugees to Germany. We seek to 
offer a welcoming church home and emotional and practical support to 
our community members. In response to their needs, Pastor Christine 
and other volunteers offer "Office Hours" on Thursday mornings where 
asylum seekers can get help with forms, applications, housing, finances 
and more. Anyone is welcome to stop by. 

Through generous donations, we are also able to assist with the many 
material needs of asylum seekers, such as baby clothes, public transport 
tickets and visa/passport expenses. Peace Church also supports a number 
of asylum seekers' homes in the Munich area. This involves an ongoing 
collection of toys and clothes of all kinds. Please contact the church 
office to find out how you can support this work.

Prisoner Support Group
Prison Services on a regular basis
The English Speaking Prisoner Support 
Group supports inmates of prisons in 
Bavaria. Its members exchange letters 
with prisoners, visit where this is practical, 
collect and distribute English language 
books and magazines, and lead Christian 
worship in English in prisons. Peace 
Church regularly leads and supports these 
English language prison services, which 
are an important ministry. We participate 
in several prison services per year. Visit the 
ESPSG website (www.espsg.de) or contact 
the church office if you would like to get 
involved.

Offer your passion and energy
Donating your time, energy & talents
Peace Church is a group effort! We are grateful for the many dedicated 
members who invest their time and energy to support and grow our 
vibrant community. There are plenty of opportunities to engage your gifts 
and talents in the loving service of the church: preparing church coffee, 
teaching Sunday School and supporting refugees are just a few ideas. To 
talk about the ways to get involved, contact Pastor Christine.

Offer your financial resources
Financial Giving to Peace Church
Peace Church needs to be supported financially by people who feel 
passion & gratitude for our work and ministry. Our church is largely self-
supported and relies on the regular financial commitment of members. 
Your generosity supports our special community and ensures that our 
ministry can continue. A separate fund is set up for meeting the needs of  
asylum seekers and refugees in our community. You can give during the 
Sunday offering or with a bank transfer (details: see back).

Offer your commitment
Church Membership
We offer several types of membership depending on your own 
denominational affiliation and on your level of commitment to Peace 
Church and the United Methodist Church. New members are received 
during a Sunday morning service, promising the support of their "prayers, 
presence, gifts and service." There are more details on the website or 
available from the pastor.

How do I get involved?


